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which mark the commencing development of
new beings. The author of the address
stated that it was proved by the labours of
Dr. Barry that the earliest cognisable step
in the process consisted in the formation of
nucleated cells, anterior to the appearance of
that which subsequently becomes the area

pellucida, which correspond in character
with those that the German observers have 
shown to constitute, really, the origin of all I
forms of animal and vegetable structures. 
The several phases which the spiral variety
of vascular tissue, even within the range of
the vegetable kingdom, is capable of as-
suming, was explained by means of dia-

grams, and allusion particularly made to the
fact, that the annulited, the dotted, the
pitted ducts, observed so abundantly in vege-
table tissue, were traceable to the spiral form
as a common origin. It was shown, also,
that it was quite philosophical to admit
analogy, to a considerable extent, as regards
the plan and process of formation between
these spiral structures of vegetables, and the 
tracheary apparatus of insects, birds, and
mammalia. The last subject noticed was

that which excited the most interest. It re-
lated to the minute structure of the muscles
of voluntary action. An exposition of the pre-
valent and conflicting views was given,&mdash;of
that first entertained by Mr. Bowman, which
supposes the primitive fibres to be composed
of flattened particles, or discs, placed in coii-
tact, by their flat surfaces ; and of that, se-
condly, maintained by Dr. Martin Barry
and Dr. Leeson, according to which it was
conceived that the same primitive fibre was
composed of a double spiral, arranged in a
clefinite and invariable manner. It was i-e-
marked that this formation had been fully
made out by Dr. Leeson, six months before
the period at which the observations of Dr.
Barry were made. Without attempting to
decide on the merits of these two views, it
could be positively affirmed, from the evi-
dence, more particularly of Dr. Leeson’s
preparations, that there could be no doubt as
to the existence of a double spiral, whatever
its seat or nature might be.

In the theatre of the hospital a powet fal
and improved oxy-hydrogen microscope,
constructed by Koss, under the direction of
Dr. Leeson, was exhibited. The phenomena
of polarisation were perfectly shown ; and
the crystals of common tartaric acid, as ob-
served through this instrument, excited great
cariosity. The art of microscopic observa-
tion was complimented on this occasion by
the crowding of the long table of the hall with
1-tmps and instruments, giving to the scene a
novel and very brilliant character. Among
the company present, which consisted of
nearly six hundred persons, were many Ger-
man, 1’rencli, and Italian professors, and
many of the medical teachers of London.
Tea and coffee were liberally supplied for
refreshment.

CORONER FOR STAFFORDSHIRE.
As our Journal was going to press, this

week, we received intelligence, through the
Wolverhampton Clvrnnicle of Oct. 26th, that
a vacancy has occurred in the coronership
for the Southern division of Staffordshire, a
large and very populous district, a division
of which into two legal parts is about to take
place. The late coroner, Mr. SMITH, was an
attorney, and had been incapacitated for a
long time, by illness, from holding any iu-
quest, and Mr. FowKE, the coroner for Staf-
ford, also an attorney, has been acting for
him. Unless two candidates start for the
office that gentleman will succeed to the

coronership of Wolverhampton; but there

still will remain two vacant coronerships,
namely, that of Stafford, respecting which no
movement has yet been made among the

electors ; and the district which wiil be dis-
joined from Wolverhampton. For this latter
portion of the coowty, there are at present
two medical candidates, Dr. JAMES TURN-
BULL and Dr. J. DEHANE, both of Wolver-
hampton. But, exercising a very correct
and praiseworthy judgment, it is likely that
Dr. TURNBULL will retire on behalf of Dr.
DEHANE, who, we understand, is a highly
proper person to fill the oilice, His medical
experience has been considerable, and he is
already a magistrate. We have this week

only room to add, that so strong a feeling
exists iu the locality in favour of appointing
medical men to nil the o3ice of coroner, that
the union of the surgeons aud physicians who
reside in that division of the county, in favour
of Dr. DEHANE, should Dr. TURNBULL retire,
will secure another triumph in this kingdom
on behalf of good government and common
sense. 11’e trust it will be promptly and
energetically made. Mr. SMITH had been
the coroner for forty years. He died on the
22nd hist.

DANGERS IN MEASLES.

THE subject of measles, as it occurs in in-
fancy, is worth the attentive study of the
profession, as in some works the modifying
circumstances which arise from early age in
this disease are not noticed at all, and in none
of them is the importance attached to them
that they deserve. From what I have seen,
I think that even the most healthy form of
the disease is not unattended with danger
in very early infancy, and that the practi-
tioner ought consequently to pay the most
scrupulous attention to those complications
from which the greatest danger is to be ap-
prehended. Even in vigorous children there
are two sources from which this is likely to
arise; the high vascular action which is na-
tural to the brain until dentition is completed,
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and the narrowness of the 1m’} I1X, which ex-
poses the infant at all times to the danger of
sudden death, from even a slight impediment
to that delicate organ, the first by suddenly
giving rise to convulsions, the last by deve-
loping croup, by the tendency of inflamma-
tion in the mucous membrane to assume the

plastic form at this epoch of life, as this
membrane of the larynx seldom escapes some
degree of inflammation in measles.&mdash;.D)’. J.
F. Duncan, Dublin JfMf’.

HOT BATHS FOR CHILDREN.

IN a severe case of ulceration of the ton
sils, followed by measles, which wa:
" worthy of consideration in consequence o
the immiuent danger in which the child WaeU

placed at the commencement of the attack
and the resistance exhibited to the strong re’
medies applied for the relief of the convul.

sions," Dr. Duncan remarks," that baths in
affections of this nature often prove ineffec.
tual, from the low temperature at which they
are given ; parents or nurse-tenders objecting
to have them hot, from a foolish fear of their
producing faintness. But the state of cere-
bral congestion at such times, has such an
influence upon the general system, that this
apprehension is entirely groundless; but
even if danger of this kind should ensue, the
remedy is simply to remove the child from
the water." The temperature tried in the
above case was 10So F., and, " from the sen-
sation conveyed to my hand, it might have
been easily used much warmer. Not the
least symptom of syncope appeared, although
the child was permitted to remain eight or
ten minutes in the bath."&mdash;Dublin Joitrit.

HOT STIMULATING APPLICATIONS.

MR. GRANTHAM, of Crayford, after eight
years’ experience says, that he still advocates
the necessity of keeping- up the action and
temperature of the cutaneous structure in

inflammation, laceration, or contusion of
the cartilaginous, ligamentous, tendinous,
fibrous, and muscular structures of the body,
denouncing in those affections the applica-
tion of cold, and the diminution of power by
means of local bleeding near the injured
part. Hot stimulating applications, he con-
tends, have a (lecided preference in lessening
the sufferings of the patient; while, on the
other hand, much time is gained in restoring
the reparative action of the parts, notwith-
standing tha.t tumefaction, redness, and

swelling of the cutaneous and subcutaneous
structures, genendiy proceed with great ac-
tivity during the first four days, and gi-a-
dualiy subside about the seventh or eighth
day, leaving the deep-seated structures com-
parativcly free from pain, either on motion
or prehsure. The truth of this, he says, will
appear evident on renection of the well-
known Hunterian law, th,tt no two inflam-
mations can exist with equal force in the
same system. The one will .mitigate the

other. Excitement of the arteries in the

vicinity of an injury assists much in the re-
storation of a sanative action. Only dimi-
nish the power of the arteries and exhalents
below the natural standard in such injuries,
and you deprive the Jimb of the means of
repairing the mischief, and too frequently
bring on phlegmonous inflammation, or spha-
celus. I do Bot mean, he continues, to con-
demn general depletion when the pulse is
quick aud hard ; but assert that local bleed-
ing by leeches, with the application of cold
lotions, prevents the well-doing of such cases.
If the erroneous systems of surgery that have
appeared in the world could be reduced to
any one point of agreement, it would be that
there is not a mode of impoverishing the
vascular system of its fluids, that practi-
tioners have not contrived and employed,
forgetting that life is a forced state, and that
animals every instant of time tend to death.
&mdash;Med Gaz., Oct. 14.

FRACTURES OF THE TITIGII AND LEG.

I BEG to state my objection to the straight
position in fractures of the thigh and leg.
From the commencement of my surgical life
I have been in the habit of placing fractured
limbs in such a position that the fewest mus-
cles are rendered tense. In fractures of the

thigh, notwithstanding the apparent simpli-
city and adaptability of Desault’s splint, I
am practically convinced that the patient
who is treated in such a manner loses much
time during the convalescent stage. The
bone may unite ; the limb may be rendered
straight by its application ; but, on a fair
comparison with a proper double-inclined
plane rightly adjusted, the patient will
suffer far less pain in getting the limb accom-
modated to that passive form than by the ex-
tended position. Two things, therefore, are
gained, a shorter duration of pain, and many
weeks of time in the restoration of the mus-
cular action during the convalescent stage of
a fracture. The splint that I use in fractures
of the upper third of the tibia extends from
the outer malleolus to the upper third of the
os femoris, having a hinge-joint opposite the
outer condyle of the os femoris.&mdash;Ib.

TtIE "WATER CURE."

FACTS are not wanting to prove its ineffi-
cacy, and cases where incalculable mischief
has been entailed upon the patient for life.
A poor man in the neighbourhood of Malverll
was seized with a severe rheumatic fever,
for which he applied to the water doctor, and
was submitted to the usual process ; first he
was wrapped up in blankets, and then a

large bed was thrown over him ; profuse
sweating having been produced, he was re-
moved into a cold bath, and drank as much
water as he could swallow; afterwards he
took violent exercise. He felt better next
day, but then, getting worse, he was in.
formed that his was not a proper case for the
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system, and that he must seek advice else-
where.. A labourer residing close to Mal-
vern, six weeks ago feeling headach and
feverishness, applied to the water doctor,
and had wet towels put round the loins,
which he was compelled to wear for three
days, when, finding them extremely cold, he
gave them up. In a few days, pains in the
back ensued, and he has now a large psoas
abscess pointing in the right groin. A lady
in Worcester, very deaf from birth, applied
to the water doctor, who said he would at
least ensure herconsiderable relief; she sub-
mitted to the system, and wet bandages also
were applied round the loins, from which she
took a violent cold. She remained in the
establishment for three weeks, when, finding
that the expense was by no means compen-
sated for by the relief, she returned home.-
Prov. Jozirn.

TREATMENT OF MEASLES IN A WORKHOUSE.

IN the great majority of cases, particularly
when the disease became mild, little was
done except administering gentle diaphore-
tics in suitable doses. Nitre, in combination
with Mindererus’ spirit, I generally prefer-
red. When there was much cough, with a
degree of hardness in it, even though no

bronchitis or pneumonia, a small quantity of
liquor antimonialis was added to the mixture. i,
In severe cases the treatment was more de- 

cided, consisting of tartar emetic in larger
doses, shielded by a drop or two of lauda-
num to the ounce mixture, with some aro-
matic water; a combination which prevented
the bowels being affected unpleasantly by the
remedy, and determined more energetically
to the surface. Calomel and hippo were also
given freely when circumstances required
their use, but in larger doses, and at shorter
intervals, than I think is generally practised,
a mode of administering them from which
the happiest effects were produced. But
the principal peculiarity in the treatment
was the cautious use of wine, diluted with
water, and sweetened, given even when there
seemed to be a good deal of inflammation
present in the lungs, but of an atonic charac-
ter, when the infant was worn down by the
disease and the indisposition to take nourish-
ment. It was also tried on children who had
suffered from oonvulsions, or seemed likely
to be so attacked, from their pale, sickly
aspect, large head, and ill-proportioned
limbs, and agreed very well with them.
Whenever found to answer, the quantity was
slowly increased, in proportion to the child’s
age. In speaking of wine, I do not advo-
cate its adoption when the children are able
to resist the illness, but the constitutions 1
had to deal with were so broken down, in
many cases long before admission, that I
was compelled to resort to stimulants, and
was gratified to find such results from so
simple a remedy.-Dr.Duncan, North Dublin
Workhouse, Dublin Jour., Oct.

NEW EDITION OF SOEMMERING’S ANATOMY.

AMONGST the great anatomical works of
Europe few have ranked higher than those
of Soemmering, whether we regard his
treatise &deg; De Corporis Humani," or his
museum of nearly fourthousand preparations.
The " De Corporis," however, scarcely re-

tains its place on the shelves of the library.
Its Latin has tended to this result, as well
as the publication of so many other excellent
works on the same subject. The work of
Hildebrandt, and the manual of Bock, have
supplied its place in Germany; whilst in
Bichat or Cloquet the French student has a
more pleasing source of information, as well as
in Cruveilhier, which, with a degree of accu.
racy hardly ever equalled, unites a facility
of expression rarely met with in professional
writing. In our own country the work of
Mr. Quain unites illustration with accurate
detail, whilst the dissecting-room manual of
Mr. Ellis stands unrivalled as a work on
practical anatomy. To these may now be
added the worlc of Cruveilhier, which the
excellent translation of Dr. Madden has
opened to every English student. But a
new edition of Soemmering’s " De Corporis"
is now publishing in Germany. It will con-
sist of nine volumes, almost rewritten by the
most distinguished anatomists of that coun-
try. The second, third, fourth, and sixth
volumes are issued. The authors are each
especially fitted to complete this work, and
add to itthe discoveries of later years.&mdash;Brit.

and For. Rer.

DR. ANDREW WOOD, of Edinburgh, has
been appointed inspector of anatomy for

Scotland.

ROYAL COLLEGE OF SURGEONS
IN LONDON.

LIST of gentlemen admitted members on
Friday, October 21, 1842, W. D. Marchant,
C. Wrixon, W. H. Hole, J. A. M’Donogh,
J. J. Horton, J. Lancaster, R. Bunce, E.

Hadduck, H. Hill, C. Bond, W. E. Taylor,
R. W. Woolcombe, J. Gerrard, W. M. H.
Day.

NEXT week we shall publish in THE
LANCET a paper of great interest and impera-
tive moment, on the cause to which are

ascribable the rarity in Russia of diseases of
the organs of respiration, and the great fre-
quency of those diseases ia England, indi-

cating at the same time an important means
for preventing and mitigating pulmonary
consumption in this country. From the pen 
ofSir GEORGE LEFEVRE, M.D., late physician
to the British Embassy at the Court of St.

Petersburgh.


